The three of us quickly developed a close working relationship and a great friendship, forged in a crisis that beset the journal in 1997 and 1998. The publisher of Central European History at that time was Humanities Press International (HPI), which had taken over from Emory in 1990, the same year that Barkin succeeded Unfug. But HPI was about to go under in 1997, and I remember receiving many agitated phone calls and worried emails from Ken Barkin, for the survival of the journal and a big part of his life's work were at risk. As he wrote in his own retrospective, "Roger Chickering and Kees Gispen helped guide the journal through a rough patch when our publisher, HPI, went bankrupt. They were calm and practical while I was experiencing wide emotional swings." 2 I happened to have personal connections at the time at Brill and knew that it was expanding in the United States and might be interested in taking over Central European History-and indeed, it was. Brill started publishing the journal in the second half of 1998 after a brief hiatus. All this happened twenty years ago, most of it behind the scenes, and I do not have a good memory of the details. Brill agreed to an extra issue, I believe, or perhaps to one or two combined issues, which took care of the publishing hiatus and helped reduce an old (and new) backlog of accepted articles. The Conference Group started receiving a small annual royalty payment from the publisher again, which paid for the article prize, the book prize, and the Bierabend. The number of subscriptions grew, if modestly, even as Central European History's subscription price went up. What I do remember very clearly was, first, the great sense of relief the three of us felt at having avoided disaster, and, second, our exhilaration that the journal had survived.
In 2000, Kenneth Barkin made it known that he wanted to slow down and start the process of finding a successor as editor. It fell to me to coordinate this transition, which took almost two years. But after many phone calls, emails, and meetings with members of the Board of Editors and officers of the Conference Group, Kenneth Ledford was selected as Central European History's next editor-and I was thrilled. Ledford's appointment was approved at the annual meeting in December 2002, effective as of January 2003. He soon moved the journal from Brill to Cambridge (see his contribution to this commemorative issue), which opened another chapter in the history of the journal and represented a great step forward in the life of Central European History.
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her Doktorvater. She was perfect for CEH, not least because of her German. She was also good-natured, a good writer, and meticulous. Gold!"-Ed.]
2 Ibid.
